Pennsylvania Wildlife Rehabilitation & Education Council
July 8, 2025; 10 AM — Zoom Virtual Meeting

In Attendance:

S. DeArment, P. Hentz, L. Stallings, A. Fitzgerald, C. Eyler, S. Acosta
Absent:

E. Frankel, K. Kefalos

1. Upgrade Interview
The Council conducted an upgrade interview for a candidate from Tamarack Wildlife.

o The candidate discussed their experience with state and federal permit renewals and their working relationship
with state game wardens.

o Facility Plans: The candidate shared plans for a new facility focused on improved waterfowl housing and
avian specialty, including collaboration with HARP and the Lake Erie Nature and Science Center.

¢ Education & Training: The candidate highlighted their involvement with NWRA conferences and the annual
wildlife first responder course held online every February.

e Operations: Discussion included staffing schedules and a facility tour showcasing current indoor/outdoor
features, such as an on-site x-ray machine and separate rehab/education areas.

e  Motion: The Council moved to approve the upgrade application. Vote: All in favor; motion passed.

2. Call to Order
The formal meeting was called to order following the interview.
3. Approval of Minutes

e The May minutes and redacted minutes were reviewed with minor spelling corrections noted.
e Motion: To approve the May minutes with noted corrections. Vote: All in favor; motion passed.

4. Treasurer’s Report

e A hotel contract for the upcoming conference has been signed, with a payment of $1,000 issued.
e The updated balance is approximately $30,884.
e Action Item: A detailed report will be distributed to council members.

5. Law Enforcement Updates

e Council Membership: Dr. Ed Frankel resigned from the Council effective June 30, 2025. The Council will
begin the process to choose a replacement and discuss recognition for his service.

o Agency Leadership: Anticipated leadership changes at the Game Commission are expected in September.

e Regulatory Issues: Discussion held regarding Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Management Areas and their
impact on cervid rehabilitation. Members were encouraged to submit written concerns for briefing papers.

o Certification: Plans are underway to create an online Rabies Vector Species (RVS) certification course in
coordination with the Department of Health.

6. Online RVS Training



e The course is currently under development and will include booklets, quizzes, and videos via Wildlife.edu.
e The Council is working to clarify the approval process to ensure compliance with current regulatory standards.

7. Communications & Listserv Transition
e The Council discussed transitioning the current listserv to Mailchimp to allow for better management and
segmented messaging.
e Budget: A budget of up to $500/year was proposed for the service.
e  Motion: To allocate a budget of up to $500/year for Mailchimp and begin the setup and list-cleaning
process. Vote: All in favor; motion passed.
+1
8. Conference Committee Update
o Insurance: The committee recommended purchasing event-specific coverage for the conference at a cost of
$175.
¢ Planning: The committee will meet to finalize remaining conference matters and incorporate insurance costs
into the final budget.

9. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned by motion. Next Meeting: September 9, 2025



