Pennsylvania Wildlife Rehabilitation & Education Council

Meeting Minutes

Date: November 11, 2025
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:15 PM
Location: Zoom Meeting

Attendees
e Sue DeArmant - Chairperson
Leah Stallings - Treasurer
Sandra Acosta - Secretary
Peggy Hentz - Council Member
Alexis Fitzgerald - Council Member
Katie Kefalos - Council Member (absent)
e Chad Eyler- Law Enforcement PGC (absent)

Permit Upgrade Interviews
The Council interviewed an applicant for an upgrade from Novice to General Wildlife Rehabilitator.

o Experience & Facilities: The applicant demonstrated extensive experience with songbirds, reporting
approximately 500 intakes year-to-date. The applicant maintains predator-proof indoor and outdoor facilities
that meet wildlife manual standards.

¢ Council Clarification: The Council clarified that a General status upgrade applies to the permit level itself,
covering both Passerine and Raptor authorizations.

e Action: A motion to approve the upgrade to General Rehabilitator was made, seconded, and carried
unanimously.

Council Position Interviews
Two candidates were interviewed for the open Veterinarian seat on the Council.

o Discussion Topics: The interviews included discussions on wildlife medicine, liability regarding public
animal capture, and the treatment of mange in the field.

e Selection: The Council selected Dr. Erica Miller, citing her 30+ years of wildlife medicine experience and
specialized knowledge of regulations.

e Action: The motion to accept Dr. Miller to the Council was approved unanimously.

Meeting Minutes: The September meeting minutes were approved. A motion to approve seconded and carried
unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:
¢ Conference Account: ~$49,900.
o Lead Grants Fund: $5,784 remaining.
e Action: The Treasurer’s Report was approved. A motion to approve seconded and carried unanimously.

e Education Initiatives: Work is beginning on a best-practices document for open houses and public education
to ensure professionalism and animal welfare.



e Legislative Support: The Council voted unanimously to draft a unique letter of support for SB 879, which
proposes a ban on mass balloon releases due to risks to wildlife.
Conference Committee Update

e Workshops: A new Fecal Workshop was added for Sunday morning ($15 fee).
e CE Credits: Veterinary sessions are being submitted for credit certification.
e Deadlines: The hotel food count deadline is November 24. A "late registration" option (no food) will remain
open until that date.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 PM.

Next Meeting: Tentatively scheduled for December 9, 2025, or January 13, 2026.



