Pennsylvania Wildlife Rehabilitation & Education Council

Meeting Minutes

Date: September 9, 2025
Time: 10:03 AM - 11:03 AM
Location: Zoom Meeting

Attendees
e  Sue DeArmant - Chairperson
Leah Stallings - Treasurer
Sandra Acosta - Secretary
Peggy Hentz - Council Member
Alexis Fitzgerald - Council Member
Katie Kefalos - Council Member (absent)
Chad Eyler- Law Enforcement PGC (absent)

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 AM by Chairperson. A request was made that future minutes include position
titles for all attendees to assist with grant applications and organizational memberships.

Approval of Minutes

The July meeting minutes were distributed prior to the meeting. A motion to approve and carried unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report

Current Total Balance: $29,953.59

Main Account: $23,824.23

Grant Funds Remaining: $6,129.36

Recent Activity: Includes a previously approved grant payment of $755.29 and an insurance reimbursement of
$176.00.

The Treasurer's Report was approved. A motion to approve and carried unanimously.
Grant Approvals

The Council reviewed a grant application for $345.00 for lead test kits. Peggy H. recused herself from the vote. The
grant was approved. A motion to approve and carried unanimously.

Regulatory Guidelines (RVS)

The Council discussed updated Procedures and Guidelines for Wildlife Rehabilitators authorized to handle Rabies
Vector Species (RVS).

e Clarifications: The Council emphasized that these are mandated protocols, not optional guidance.

e Amendments: Language was added to clarify that the presence of an RVS animal in a dwelling that is not
considered "living quarters" (such as a garage or attic) does not automatically warrant euthanasia.

e Authority: Final decisions on disputed cases regarding rabies testing remain with the Department of Health.

The updated guidelines were approved and will be submitted to the Game Commission.



Fox Management and Mange Protocols

The Council addressed the high volume of calls regarding mangy foxes and the risks associated with inconsistent
public advice.

¢ Key Risks: Distributing prescription medications like Bravecto or Ivermectin in the wild poses liability risks
and potential harm to non-target species.

e Interim Guidance: Until a formal protocol is established, the public should be directed to the nearest
rehabilitator with an RV'S permit. Priority should be placed on trapping and treating animals at professional
facilities.

e Next Steps: This issue has been tabled until a veterinarian position is filled on the Council to provide a
scientific, evidence-based foundation for treatment protocols.

Council Vacancies

The Council is seeking to fill a veterinarian position. While not mandated by regulation, the Council wishes to maintain
the tradition of having veterinary expertise.

e Application Requirements: Interested veterinarians should submit a letter of interest, a resume, and a
response detailing how they can specifically assist wildlife rehabilitation in Pennsylvania.

Professional Standards & Education

The Council discussed the importance of maintaining professional standards during public events and open
houses. Council to draft a general best practices document regarding education and public outreach to ensure wildlife is
treated respectfully and within regulatory safety standards.

Upcoming Meetings

¢ Special Meeting (Conference Prep): October 14, 2025, at 10:00 AM
¢ Regular Council Meeting: November 11, 2025

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:03 AM.

Minutes prepared by Sandra Acosta, Secretary



